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COVID-19
RESPONSE
FUND

The COVID-19 crisis created a sudden
and increased demand for various
needs in our community, including
food assistance, housing and and
mental health. Thanks to generous
donors in our community, the
Community Foundation of West
Georgia was able to fund immediate
grants using our due-diligence to local
nonprofits and help them meet those
needs for so many in west Georgia.

Jason Norton, Founder and CEO of
Norton Financial, Inc., learned of the
Community Foundation of West
Georgia's COVID-19 Response Fund
through social media. When he learned
the Foundation was directing funds to
assist during the crisis, he directed some
of his monthly giving there.
" Supporting the Community Foundation
is a way to give locally and make sure
dollars go to West Georgia causes.
There aren't many charities you can give
to and know the dollars are staying
local," he said. "One of the great things
about the Community Foundation is that
it assists so many different types of

Jason Norton and family

charities, covering a broad spectrum of
local needs."

Robin Chance, a professional
photographer who lives in Bowdon,
began the pandemic by making
facemasks for first responders. After
she saw a post about the CFWG's
COVID-19 Response Fund, she
decided to combine her talent as a
photographer wiht her desire to help
others.

Robin Chance

She offered to make family "porch
pictures" at no charge, but asked
families to make donations to the
COVID fund. "The idea of porch
pictures for donations was not unique
to me; alot of photogrpahers in other
locations were doing it."

The Haralson County Community Christian
Council was one of the first organizations to
receive a grant from the CFWG's COVID-19
Fund, and so far, has received three grants.
Alan Kiker of the Council said that the
organization continues to experience
unprecedented demand, serving 800 meals
every Thursday compared to 350 meals
before the pandemic. Almost 500 people
who received food had never asked for food
before. "The numbers are amazing when you
consider that 30,000 people live in Haralson
County and we've reached 20,781 people who
received food."
One story that is touching is that of James
Carden. Volunteers deliver food to Carden, a
retired banker who lives in Tallapoosa with his
wife who has dementia. He then uses the
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food to prepare meals for people struggling
in his community. "James is facing so many
challenges in his own life as he cares for his
wife but he wants to do this for others," Kiker
said.

LaToya Gamble is known as The Food Lady
to the many homeless children who live in
extended stay motels in our community.
"Like some children welcome the ice
cream truck, the children at the motels run
out to meet me with 'the food lady is here,
she's here!'"she says.
Gamble serves families full course meals
prepared at her business, Heaven in Your
Home Catering. In fact, all proceeds from
her business go toward feeding the
homeless.

When the COVID-19 pandemic

hit, the demand for food increased
dramatically. "I received three grants from
the Community Foundation and that
helped me tremendously," she said."
Gamble's efforts to feed the hungry go
back to 2014 when she was unable to help
at the Hosea Feed the Hungry in Atlanta
and decided to start something here.

So

she formed her One Body, Many Members
501c3 charity. Now, in addition to food,
she provides personal hygiene items and
sometimes pays rent if there is a risk of a
family being homeless. I can't have my
babies living in the woods," she declares.

LaToya Gamble

Monthly
Givers

The
Barden family

Dr. Brian and Amy Barden are monthly donors* to the
Community Impact Fund. The Bardens are a busy family
with two teenage children so they like the ease of
automatically giving monthly.
"We have been blessed and feel that helping people is
what God wants us to do. We wanted to help those in
need right here in our community, but there
are so many local charitable organizations it's hard to
know how best to help others. By giving monthly to the
Community Impact Fund there are no checks to write and
we don't have to worry about where our donations can
best be used. The Foundation supports so many local
charities in many areas," the Bardens said.

*To become a monthly giver, go to
cfwg.net/monthlygiving
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Fund Holder

John Hinman

John Hinman, founder of Vision Realty and Management,
has a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) with the Community
Foundation. When asked why he chose the Foundation for
his philanthropy, John replies, "Primarily because of Kim
Jones and the caring people at the Foundation. Starting
with our first meeting, Kim has been extremely supportive
in helping me with my goals to give back to our
community. Her staff's experience and knowledge of
local needs and opportunities for giving is truly amazing."
Hinman says he chose the DAF because it allows him to
make a gift annually, at year-end, for tax purposes. Then,
at his own pace, he can decide who the recipients will be
later.
"My Donor Advised Fund is an

Environmental, Social and

Governance Fund (ESG)** that reflects my values to
protecting the environment. The fact the Foundation
offers this option is very important to me," he said.

** An ESG fund employs certain screening criteria for the companies in which
people plan to invest. These funds let investors do good while growing wealth.
When you invest in ESG mutual funds, you're backing companies that are
committed to following best practices in regard to environmental impacts,
social responsibility and corporate governance. For more information, contact
the Community Foundation at 770-832-1462

Memorial Fund:
The McDaniel Family

The McDaniel family
Kiki and Tracey McDaniel established their fund, Chase the Victory, in
honor of their son Chase, who was diagnosed with cancer just before
his 17th birthday. "We chose the Community Foundation while forming
Chase the Victory as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, and we are
so thankful to partner with this great pillar in our community. It is
evident that everyone at the Foundation genuinely cares and believes
in the importance of the work we do through Chase the Victory,"
Chase's mother said.
"Chase passed away on November 16, 2019, but God continues to use
his life to influence and impact people every day. Through Chase the
Victory we are able to strengthen the support of families grieving the
loss of a child, families fighting childhood cancer and inspire hope
and kindness," she said. Chase the Victory provides completely free
week-long retreats at the beach for families who have experienced
the loss of a child where they will connect with other bereaved
families on their path towards healing. They have a website,
www.chasethevictory.com/retreats, where families and donors can
learn more.
"Chase never let the diagnosis stop him from living in victory full of joy
and love and inspiring people with his big smile and loving heart. He
relied on his faith in God to make it through the tough battles that he
faced every day," his mother said. "Chase's impact on our community
was indescribable. He inspired our family and friends, his doctors,
nurses and other teens fighting cancer, our community and even
people he never met as he courageously fought cancer."

2019 Financial Highlights
$2,898,763 granted
Including:
$301,591 to Community Impact
$ 15,800 to Power of the Purse

64%
of funds
granted in
2019
stayed in
Carroll,
Haralson and
Heard counties

143 Funds

1,514 gifts
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Are You Ready To
Give. Gift. Grow?
Visit www.cfwg.net to learn
more about how you can
support our mission of giving.
The Community Foundation of West Georgia is
making a difference in Carroll, Haralson, and
Heard Counties because of donors like you.

