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“Remember that the happiest people are not those  

getting more, but those giving more.”  

                                                    - H. Jackson Brown 

Thank you for giving—from the children of Circles of West Georgia, October 2015 



You are INSPIRING… 

THE STORY OF A GIFT BEGINS WITH YOU 

You are CREATIVE… 
Gelon and Alice Jane Wasdin have discovered that 
they are able to use the services of the Community 
Foundation to customize their giving. According to 
Gelon, “Alice Jane and I appreciate and enjoy our 
affiliation with the Foundation for three main 
reasons. 

First, through their six grant panels they are able to 
identify the best run and best performing nonprofit 
organizations in the Foundation’s six areas of 
service in the three counties within their coverage 
area. 

Secondly, through the Foundation you can give as 
narrow or as broad as you want.  You can give to 
one nonprofit in one geographic area or through the 
Foundation’s Community Impact Fund you can give 
to all the nonprofits in the service area. 

Thirdly, you can make a gift to the Community 
Impact Fund endowment and give to all nonprofits 
in the service area perpetually.” 

You are CARING… 
As a Bremen attorney practicing in the areas of estate, 
business planning and transactional law, Lynn Clark 
knows that there are a variety of giving methods her 
clients can use to create lasting gifts to our community 
through the Community Foundation of West Georgia. By 
choosing to designate a gift or portion of an estate to the 
Foundation, Lynn's clients may receive a substantial 
reduction in federal gift and estate taxes. For some of her 
clients, estate taxes are not an issue, so a good strategy for 
those with limited families or generations may be to name 
the Foundation as a contingent beneficiary that would 
create a ripple effect of good for years to come.  

If you want to find ways to join others in helping our community, contact the Community Foundation at:  
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In 2004, The Carrollton Greenbelt was a 
really good idea that seemed to be growing 
roots. However, after seven years, there was 
still no trail. Then, local benefactor Laura 
Richards began overseeing the distribution 
of a grant for the Greenbelt from the Alice 
Huffard Richards Charitable Fund. She 
founded the Friends of Carrollton Greenbelt 
and included the Community Foundation of 
West Georgia as part of her implementation 
team.  To date, more than 13 miles of 
concrete path have been completed and the 
entire 16-mile loop should be done by 2016. 
The Carrollton GreenBelt is an incredible 
example of the power of a good idea that 
has benefitted people of all ages in our 
community. 

You are POWERFUL… 
The Community Foundation of West Georgia in partnership with St. 
Margaret’s Community Outreach for a number of years has strived to 
determine the best ways to address the root issues of poverty in our 
community. Keen interest in our community to address poverty and 
homelessness was demonstrated as hundreds attended a Homeless 
Summit hosted by the Foundation in early 2014. Now, responding to this need, the Foundation and St. Margaret’s 
have partnered to launch a new initiative, Circles of West Georgia. This program is an innovative, community-
driven way to solve poverty. Its mission is to inspire and equip families to become stronger and lessen their 
dependence on the social services network as well as government services. A Circle is a supportive, reciprocal 
relationship made up of one Circle Leader (mentee) and two to four Circle Allies (mentors). The Community 
Foundation has committed to support Circles through the first three years of launch and setup. Because donors like 
you gave through the Community Foundation, weekly community meetings are held where motivated Circle 
Leaders are connected with Allies. These volunteers build supportive relationships that help people achieve their 
goals through access to educational information, information on positive lifestyle changes and family dynamics, as 
well as opportunities for them to offer something back to their communities. These changes can alter family 
dynamics for generations to come. Pictured below are Circle Leaders and Allies at a weekly community meeting. 

In 2014, the  Community Foundation 

worked with 181 nonprofits and 452 

donors  to  enhance the quality of life 

for people of the West Georgia area. 



You are GIVING… 
Rob and Emily Dial met while 
attending The University of West 
Georgia. They graduated, married, and 
returned to Carrollton in July of 2013. 
Rob is the Executive Director of 
PARC, Sexual Assault Center for 
Teens & Adults. Emily is a special 
education Teacher at Carrollton Middle 
School. The Dials became involved 
with the Community Foundation 
shortly after moving back to Carrollton 
by signing up for the 20 for 20 monthly 
giving program in January of 2014. 
They completed their 20 months of 
giving on August 23rd of this year.  
When describing their experience with 
monthly giving, Rob said, “The 20 for 
20 program is a great way to give back 
to a community that has given so much 
to so many. There is a sense of awe that 
comes from watching what many great 
nonprofits are doing in West Georgia. 
Playing a small part in the Community 
Impact Fund has been a rewarding 
experience. It also has been donor-
friendly - a once a month charge to our 
credit card. So much so, that we are 
considering an increase in our level of 
support in the coming year. We are 
fortunate to live in a warm and caring 
community. If you choose to participate 
in 20 for 20 you won’t regret it!” 

WELL DONE! 
The Community Foundation of West Georgia takes pride in helping 
make good things happen, but completing our story takes all of us—
generous donors, caring communities, and hard-working nonprofits. 
Congratulations to our 2015 Community Impact Grant recipients. We 
appreciate your innovation, determination, and dedication in 
everything you do! 

OUR BOARD 

We are thankful to our board members, who support the Community Foundation through 
financial gifts and through gifts of  their time and energy to help your gifts grow. 

Kirby Butler Fred O’Neal, Co-Chair 

Denney Rogers 

Dick Plunkett Sec/Tre 

Alan Martinez 

Andrea Chapman 

Richard Davis Ann Newman 

Deirdre Rouse 

Steve Davis 

Will Parrish 

Bill Stone, Chair 

Andrew Lovvorn 

Jackie Pate Amy Velasquez 

“This foundation makes it 
possible for donors and 
nonprofit organizations to come 
together to accomplish both 
short-term and long goals.  Our 
community is a better place 
because of the efforts of 
everyone involved with our 
Community Foundation.”  

“I  am delighted  that 
all services provided 
and funds raised by 
the Foundation really 
remain  and benefit  
the West Georgia 
area!!!!!”  

"The foundation helps 
fulfill needs in all 
aspects of life in West 
Georgia from the 
environment to health 
care to economic 
development."  

“I love my work with the 

Community Foundation 

because it has a unique 

role in bringing together 

donors of all means and 

our community's nonprofit 

organizations, which are 

meeting so many needs.” 

“After years of volunteering 

in our local community, it is 

an honor and a privilege 

to serve and be part of an 

organization that is touching 

and impacting so many lives 

in our community.” 

“The Community Foundation 

benefits the entire West 

Georgia community.   It is 

such an honor to serve on the 

Board and be a part of such a 

wonderful organization that 

does so much and gives back 

to the local community.”   

2015 COMMUNIITY IMPACT GRANTEES 
Arts & Culture 

 Carrollton Artist Guild 

 Carroll County Boys & Girls Club 

 Carroll County Genealogical  

 Society 

 Carrollton City Schools 

 

Economic Development 

 Bowdon Area United Christian 

 Ministries 

 Carrollton Cultural Arts Center 

 Recovery & Restoration  

 Ministries 

 Southeastern Quilt & Textile  

 Museum 

 

Education 

 Carroll County Ferst Foundation 

 Ferst Foundation of Haralson Co. 

 Heard Co. Community  

 Partnership 

 Communities in Schools 

 Carroll County Child Advocacy 

 Center 

 Mt. Zion High School 

 West Georgia Regional Library 

 Bay Springs Middle School Band 

 Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 

Environmental 

 West Georgia Chapter Georgia 

 Native Plant Society 

 SCRAP Bin 

 Keep Carroll Beautiful 

 Bowdon Main Street 

 

Human Services 

 St. Margaret’s Community  

 Outreach 

 St. Vincent de Paul Society 

 Alzheimer’s Group of Carroll Co. 

 Manna House Food Pantry 

 University of West Georgia  

    Comprehensive Community Clinic 

 Pregnancy Resource Center 

 Carroll County Juvenile Court 

 415 HOPE Center 

 Win Win Equine Services &  

 Therapy 

 

Medical & Hospice 

 Rapha Clinics of West Georgia 

 POSITIVE Response 

 Hope for the Journey 

 

2015 COMMUNIITY IMPACT GRANTS TOTAL 

$358,600 

“The Community Foundation 
serves a critical role in our 
community, and I am so 
fortunate to be involved with 
such a wonderful 
organization. Where else can 
you give a gift that will last 
forever?! It’s fantastic!”  

"As a founding member, I have 

been involved with the 

Community Foundation from 

the very beginning. I get a great 

deal of satisfaction by working 

with a diverse group of 

individuals drawn together for 

the common cause of improving 

our community." 

“It is a true honor to serve 

on the Board of Directors of 

the Community Foundation 

and to see what a positive 

and meaningful impact the 

Foundation's work is 

making on our community.” 

“The Community Foundation 
of West Georgia is near and 
dear to my heart because it 
reminds me that if we come 
together, we can make a 
difference in people’s lives. I 
am always amazed and very 
proud to see the kindness and 
goodness of people in our 
West Georgia community.”  

“I am excited about being a 
part of the Community 
Foundation.  I have seen how 
CFWG helped Haralson County 
with the renovation of our new 
community resource center in 
Tallapoosa.  CFWG is the glue 
that helps create partnerships 
within our community.” 

“The Foundation plays an im-

portant role in West Georgia, and 

I am honored to be involved.  

They provide a nonprofit platform 

for funding and supporting im-

portant community initiatives and 

services and engage community 

leaders in these initiatives and 

educate them about the needs of 

West Georgia.” 

“My experience on the Board of 

CFWG gives me a chance to see 

how many nonprofits are 

working efficiently to improve 

many different aspects of life in 

our area.  I like helping the 

Foundation grow by operating 

prudently and making it easy for 

donors to effectuate their 

charitable intent.”  

“I love this community and 

feel honored to be work-

ing with an organization 

that helps so many people 

and works with so many 

groups to make our com-

munity better.” 

“As someone who calls 
Carrollton their 
hometown, I see my work 
with the Community 
Foundation as a way of 
leaving a lasting legacy in 
our community for future 
generations.” 



$34 million TOTAL ASSETS 

$2.1 million TOTAL GIFTS 

$7.4 million TOTAL GRANTS 

3.4% Return on Investments 
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A notice to the community: The Community Foundation of West Georgia has available for public inspection during regular busi-

ness hours or upon request, the 2014 990 IRS tax and FY 2014 audit. In addition, the Foundation makes available its investment 

policy, fees charged, list of individuals responsible for investment of Foundation funds and oversight. Please direct inquiries to the 

Foundation by phone (770) 832-1462 or info@cfwg.net. 

Year-End December 31, 2014 

2014 Financial Highlights Why Use The Community Foundation for Giving? 

 

LOCAL EXPERTISE 
 

 Knowledge of needs and 
nonprofits 

 Engaged Board  

      of Directors 

 Professional staff 

 

COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP 

 

 Invest in community 

 Promote giving 

 Foster partnerships 

 Strengthen nonprofits 

 

PERSONAL SERVICE 
 

 Effective gift planning  

 Expertly managed  

 investments 

 Simplified grant making 

 Easy tax reporting 

HOW YOUR FOUNDATION WORKS 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Individuals, families, businesses and organizations 

DONATIONS 

Cash, stocks, real estate, insurance  

We work with you and your financial advisor, if you wish, to help you achieve your charitable goals 
during and after your lifetime. 

 

Contributors’ donations are used to set 
up an endowed fund to benefit the  

causes most important to them. 

INVESTMENTS CHARITABLE FUNDS 

GRANTS 

 

Donations are invested with a long-term 

view to preserve their giving power, with 

oversight by an investment committee of 

local professionals. 

 

Grants are made from charitable funds to nonprofit organizations.  

$29.5 million has been granted since our founding in 2002. 

If you want to find ways to join others in helping our community, contact the Community Foundation at:  
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