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Kwame Presley and "Jet" participate in the
Equine-Assisted Psychotherapy program at
WayPoint Ranch's "Peace At Home" project.

SMALL GIFT, BIG IMPACT

Buffalo Creek Botanical Garden
The West Georgia Chapter of the Georgia Native Plant
Society, with a Community Impact grant from the Community
Foundation of West Georgia, opened its beautification project
at the intersection of the Buffalo Creek Trail and the
Carrollton Greenbelt.
The Buffalo Creek Trail is currently the largest Georgia
Native Plant Society restoration site in the state. The West
Georgia chapter of the GNPS promotes stewardship and
conservation of Georgia's native plants and their habitats
through educational initiatives with individuals and
organizations.

Communities in Schools
Before moving to Carrollton for his sophomore year, Skyler’s
family lived in Kentucky. Although he had been on track to
graduate from high school in Kentucky, many of his school
credits did not successfully transfer to Central High School,
causing him to be behind on the graduation track.
At the same time, his family was experiencing hardships caused
by mental health issues. Skyler fiercely advocated for himself
and was able to find a support system in the staff at Central and
with Corinne Hindman, the coordinator for Communities in
Schools (CIS) there.
"Skyler is the definition of hardworking and motivated. He
simply needed someone to
believe in him and listen
without judgement, which is
exactly what CIS provided."
-Corinne Hindman

Skyler joined organizations and clubs and was able to enroll in
Southwire’s “Twelve for Life” program, where he worked daily
after school. Through the help of CIS and the grants they
received from the Community Impact Fund, he was able to take
the SAT and ACT and apply for, and receive, insurance and
services that helped him overcome emotional and financial
obstacles. Skyler graduated in May 2018 and received the HOPE
scholarship and Southwire scholarship to continue his studies at
West Georgia Technical College. He continues to work at
Southwire’s “Twelve for Life” program and was recently
promoted to Human Resources Assistant. Skyler plans to
eventually transfer to the University of West Georgia and major
in education.
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SMALL GIFT, BIG IMPACT

The Holy Spirit Emergency Shelter
Robert Farmer was homeless and lived
in his truck when he first came to The
Holy Spirit Shelter (THS). Laddie
Carter and the team at THS helped
him get into the Hands of Hope
program and later, into the Re-Entry
Residences program. During his stay
there, he was in an automobile
accident and was severely injured,
leading to months of multiple health
issues and hospitalizations. Due to lack
of funds and other circumstances,
Robert also dealt with mental health
issues related to his situation and
found himself at one of the lowest
points in his life.
Fortunately for Robert, THS was able
to step back in and help him with
assistance provided by grants from the
Community Foundation of West
Georgia’s Community Impact Fund.
They found doctors who were able to
perform surgery at reduced rates and
get him into in-house physical
therapy. He has found great relief
and, although he is walking with a
cane, he is well on his way to a full
recovery.

Robert Farmer
“When my surgery was
performed, the surgeon told
me that it was pretty bad.
But now I am in
rehabilitation, God is still
right in the middle of my
circumstances and I have a
happy ending.”
-Robert Farmer
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WHAT MATTERS TO YOU?

The Fulford Family
The Fulford family has long been actively involved in the West Georgia
community. In addition to running a successful family business, Ray and Linda
Fulford, along with their children and grandchildren, donate much of their time
and resources to help make their community a better place. They do this
through their support of educational scholarships, promoting the cultural arts,
and helping at-risk children and their families. Their community involvement
also extends to the Community Foundation of West Georgia. Kristi Fulford
Garrett has served as a volunteer and chairwoman of the Power of the Purse.
Her sister Andrea Fulford Chapman serves on the Board of Directors for the
Community Foundation. When the family decided to move their own
foundation to a proven management entity, they knew exactly which
organization they wanted:
The Community Foundation of West Georgia.
“We knew the Community Foundation of West Georgia had exposure
to more opportunities for giving than we were aware of and their vetting
process for grant requests is very helpful in choosing where we want our
resources to go.” ~ Linda Fulford
3

WHAT MATTERS TO US?
Valdena Deas knows all too well the needs that
face our community every day. As the Director
of the Bowdon Area United Christian
Ministries, she and her team of volunteers work
daily to help families in crisis. They supply
food, school supplies for disadvantaged
children, payments for utility bills and hotel
Valdena S. Deas
bills for the homeless, and clothing for needy
children at Christmas. She also understands the "If everybody gives a little, it makes a
BIG difference. When we all come
importance of supporting initiatives like the
together with our resources, our time
Community Impact Fund at the Community and our efforts and say 'I care,' then we
Foundation of West Georgia, because she
make a difference in the lives of the
people in our community"
knows her contributions and those from others
-Valdena Deas
like her go right back into our area helping
those who need it most.
Susan Bagby Davenport, a monthly
giving donor to the Community Impact
Fund, has lived in west Georgia since
graduating from the University of West
Georgia and chose to raise her family
here. Living here and working in the field
of social services, she sees where some of
the greatest needs are in the community.
That is one of the biggest reasons she
gives to the Community Foundation of
West Georgia. She knows 100 percent of
Susan Bagby Davenport
the funds stay in our community and
"The monthly donation is
benefit those in need. She also knows how
automatic and I honesly never miss
easy it is to become a monthly donor as
it. I know that my money grows
donating is automatic every month with
over time to help the community I
call home."
no checks to write. To become a monthly
-Susan Bagby Davenport
donor like Susan, visit us
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at cfwg.net/monthlygiving.

2017 Financial Highlights

127

$26,238,243

Funds

Total Dollars Donated

$3,625,616
Dollars Granted

1

Goal

518

367

Grants

$71,850,490

Donors

Total Assets

TO BETTER OUR
COMMUNITY
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MAKE AN IMPACT

How to Get Involved

The Community Foundation of West Georgia provides a simple, powerful and highly personal
approach to giving. It exists to help people easily and effectively support the charitable organizations
and causes they care about - during their life or through a will.

Open a Fund

Set up your own personalized fund.
Enjoy the simplicity and tax advantages
of a public charity combined with the
personal recognition, involvment and
flexability of a private foundation.
Contact CFWG to set up your fund
today!

Legacy Society

Join other generous,
visionary residents of west
Georgia in making estate
gifts that can include
bequests, life insurance and
IRAs. Contact the
Community Foundation
for more information.

Let Good Grow

Power of the Purse

An easy and budget-friendly way
to impact the quality of life of
thousands of people in our
community is through the
Community Impact Fund. You
choose the amount: $20, $50, $100
or more! There is no monthly
check to write; our convenient
monthly deduction plan takes care
of that for you! Sign up at
www.cfwg.net/monthlygiving/.

Power of the Purse offers the
opportunity to join others in
supporting women’s and children’s
initiatives in our community. Anyone
can be a member with an annual
pledge of $100. Sign up at:
www.cfwg.net/powerofthepurse/.
You also can be a monthly donor to
Power of the Purse by going to
www.cfwg.net/make-a-donation/ and
selecting Power of the Purse in the
drop-down menu.
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Make An Impact!
The Community Foundation of West Georgia
is making a difference in
Carroll, Haralson, and Heard Counties
because of donors like you.

"Giving Matters Every Day"

Visit www.cfwg.net to learn more
about how you can support our mission of giving.

Community Foundation of
West Georgia
807 South Park Street
Carrollton, GA 30117- 4423

