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Community
Foundation of
West Georgia
exists to unleash
the potential of
our region.
As a grassroots organization led by community
champions, we rally changemakers around important
issues, accelerate social innovation, and mobilize diverse
resources for both social and financial return.
A thriving community for all is possible with vision,
knowledge, connections and resources to proactively
work in concert. Join us to dream, experiment,
encourage each other, and change our piece of the
world for the better—forever.
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DEAR
FRIENDS

Twenty years ago, as seven people sat at a table to create the Community
Foundation of West Georgia, our goal was to improve the community and help
people do better with their giving.

Today the Foundation has surpassed the impact any of us envisioned, and we have accomplished
far more than we thought could be done. We began with $7 million in cash managed assets
that now have grown to more than $32 million under management. Since the Foundation’s
inception in 2003, there have been over 14,000 donations, which have driven more than $104
million to nonprofit organizations.
But what the Foundation does is more than just donations. It has a unique connection to the
community and has had a unique impact in initiatives that have improved our community, like
The Greenbelt, the Trinka Davis Veterans Village, West Georgia Cares, and the Alice Huffard
Richards Arts Enrichment grants to schools. The Foundation has brought innovations to the
ways nonprofits are serving our community. Innovation grants have encouraged collaboration
and new solutions to serving people here. Through partnership with nonprofit organizations
the Foundation has prevented duplication of services and brought about better ways of
meeting our community’s needs.
Fundholders with the Foundation find that this goes beyond a transaction; it provides a
connection to the community. The Foundation becomes a coach on how to best use that
fund and can provide due diligence as decisions are made about where money will be
donated. Because giving through the Foundation is user friendly, it offers people access to easy
charitable giving through programs like the Community Impact Fund, Power of the Purse, and
monthly giving.
Now as we look to the future, we have a vision to have even more awareness of the Foundation
with more people participating in giving. We will serve even more organizations, inspire more
people to become leaders in our community and offer those leaders training and support. As
the Foundation’s resources grow, we will be able to offer more grants and provide more funding,
meeting even more needs here.

Fred O’Neal | Chairman of the Board
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UNLEASHING

TRANSFORMATION
Community Foundation of West Georgia is a catalyzing
force for creating a better future for all. We unite people
to tackle the most persistent and critical challenges in our
region—and we mobilize resources to transform lives.

JOIN US IN A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION
This February, we’re bringing On The Table
to West Georgia. This event—which has been
replicated in more than 30 cities across the
country–brings residents together in small
groups to discuss how to collaboratively
build and maintain strong, safe and dynamic
communities.
How does it work? Community members
of all ages, perspectives, and backgrounds
gather for conversations in homes, at local
restaurants, libraries, offices, places of worship
and more to share their backgrounds and to
discuss issues most important to them. These
stories, experiences and hopes for the future
help us develop a deeper understanding of our
communities and each other, and inspire us all to
do more.
Mark your calendar for February 9, and
contact us if you’re interested in participating.

Save the date!
February 9, 2022
4

GRASSHOPPER TEA

Rooting Children In Our Community’s History
Grasshopper Tea and the Basement of Wonder – A Puppet Journey Through West
Georgia’s History is an original production that has been in development for three years
and funded by the Community Foundation of West Georgia. The purpose of this show is
to give children a sense of pride in their community and better understand its history.
This 45-minute show premiered in late October and will travel to elementary schools in
our three-county area.

PRECARIOUS TO PERMANENT
Helping people secure a place live

To secure housing is often a daily challenge
that undermines the stability and quality of life
for so many in our community. To gain a better
understanding of the challenges of those precariously
housed, the Community Foundation of West Georgia
coordinated a door-to-door survey of local extended
stay hotels. We have since worked to educate others
in the community of the findings in our P2P survey.
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UNLEASHING

IMPACT

In every community, nonprofits are the lifeblood of community
impact. Our job at the Community Foundation is to help them
build capacity, prepare for a strong future, and connect them to
resources for important initiatives. We do this through grants,
training, and most importantly, providing a place to help their
money grow through agency funds.

CFWG HELPS KEEP CARROLL BEAUTIFUL
Keep Carroll Beautiful works hard to prevent and
remove litter from our neighborhoods, parks and
roads. You might have seen their signs around
the Carrollton Greenbelt.
“Keep Carroll Beautiful has received grants from
the Community Foundation for past projects,
but the ability to connect with other nonprofits
and get advice from the Foundation staff is the
biggest value for us,” said Executive Director
Martyna Griffin. “The Foundation does more
than give grants—it connects nonprofits that
have similar goals. It’s amazing when you look
at all the nonprofits in the area that are trying
to help people.”
Keep Carroll Beautiful opened a fund with the
Foundation in 2020. Martyna said, “We were very
pleased with the advice from the Community
Foundation and just how easy it was to set
everything up. It’s generating some money for
beautification projects of our own so we can
continue to give back to the community.”
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ON CALL FOR MENTAL HEALTH EMERGENCIES
Carroll County Mental Health Advocates started
in 2008. For 10 years it was volunteer driven
until Jodie Goodman took a leap of faith and
accepted a part-time position with no benefits,
made possible by a grant from the Community
Foundation. It now has grown into a team of
four with tremendous community support.
One of the newest initiatives—the Mobile Crisis
Unit—received a grant from the Community
Foundation in 2020 to fund all the medical
supplies and testing equipment. These allow
the staff to admit those in need during calls.
“When a resident in our community is in a
mental health crisis, our police officer who is
also a licensed paramedic and our licensed
professional counselor are ready. The vehicle
has all the supplies and resources to respond
and give the person any medical care they
need,” Goodman said.

Out of 175 calls, all but
one avoided arrest.

Out of 175 calls, all but one were able to avoid
arrest through getting the help they needed
immediately and continued support from the
Crisis Unit afterward. The Crisis Unit has been
a community-wide effort, bringing together
stakeholders from the city and counties to
make this innovative program become a reality.

WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY IMPACT FUND?
The Community Impact Fund is unrestricted in its power to unleash the potential of
all kinds of agencies, causes and areas of interest. The Foundation’s board oversees
the use of these funds, setting priorities for their use based on the most pressing
needs in Carroll, Haralson and Heard counties. Because the Community Impact Fund
is endowed, every donation not only contributes once, but the contribution grows and
continues to give forever!
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MORE THAN A CEMETERY FUND
Ephesus Baptist Church, like many other places of
worship, has had a cemetery fund for decades. Its
cemetery fund was in a CD for most of that time. The
church has grown recently, so Greg Janney and other
members of the church wanted to make sure the
money donated to the cemetery fund would be kept
safe with straight-forward guidelines.
In 2015, Greg and cemetery committee members
looked at ways to better manage this fund. Since
moving it to the Community Foundation, it has both
grown to support the cemetery, as well as support
the community.
Opening the fund was about more than investing.
“What sold us on the fund outside of making a
little money, is the fact that a portion goes to
helping areas of the community, and maybe areas
we don’t know or don’t think about,” he said.

CIRCLES OF WEST GEORGIA GAINS TIME & RESOURCES
Circles of West Georgia coaches families for 18
months to transform their daily life. Since the
program began in the area, it has worked with the
Community Foundation not just as a grantee but
also as a fundholder.
“Having the Community Foundation handle our
incoming donations and the administrative part
saves the organization a lot of work,” said Nicole
Worthington, Circles Director. “In the past, I would be
tied up for at least two weeks.”
Because Circles utilizes several of the resources
provided by the Community Foundation, Nicole said
she has a unique perspective on working with the
foundation. She said, “It’s not just about the money,
it’s a holistic relationship as the Foundation staff
looks out for us as a nonprofit and members of the
community. The Foundation has a genuine concern
and tries to look out for our resources.”
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Field of Interest, and
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300,000

$

To 27 Local Nonprofits in Carroll, Haralson, and Heard
Counties Through the Community Impact Fund in 2020

DESIGNATED FUNDS: HELPING NONPROFITS THRIVE
An individual donor or organization can establish a designated fund that gives a
specific nonprofit group or organization a predictable flow of funds for operating
and/or capital needs. They look to the Foundation’s Board of Directors for strong
investment oversight services and ask the staff to manage all the administrative details of
the fund. This can provide a relatively constant source of annual income and help maintain
their mission in perpetuity. It also frees the organization to focus on what they do best in
the community.
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DONOR PERSPECTIVE
DAVE AND PAM SMITH

Soon after Dave and Pam Smith bought a farm near Bowdon their friend Martha Adams
invited Pam to join the Power of the Purse, a women’s giving circle hosted by the
Community Foundation.
They both soon learned more about the Foundation through conversations with others
and decided to open a donor advised fund in 2018. Dave liked how simple it was to set
up a fund and how easy it is to send donations to organizations they support.
Pam said, “We had a fund with a big organization that was not personal and not
responsive. We wanted to support our new community.” The Smiths’ fund provides
scholarships and supports several local nonprofit organizations, including Partners
Advancing Students Success (PASS) and Earl’s Hope Animal Rescue.
“We like that most of the funds are derived locally and go back to people helping
one another in our community,” Dave said.
In serving on several of the Foundation’s grant panels he was impressed with the variety
of organizations and the range of things the Foundation supports. Earlier this year Dave
became a member of the Foundation’s Board of Directors.
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PROFESSIONAL ADVISOR PERSPECTIVE
JOE GARRETT

Financial planner Joe Garrett of Garrett
Robinson Investment in Carrollton believes
in the power of West Georgia Community
Foundation to make our community greater.
In fact, Joe has personal knowledge of how
easy it is to set up a fund at the Foundation.
Following the tragic death of their son,
the family established the Will Garrett
Memorial Fund in 2017, which provides tuition
scholarships for students at Oak Mountain
Academy. “Not only was the fund easy to set
up, it’s easy to make distributions. People easily
can make tax-deductible donations,” he said.
The majority of his clients have heard of the
Foundation, but most people don’t know how
it works and the benefits it can offer them.
“Some believe the Community Foundation
was developed for people who are super
wealthy, but it’s for everyone who wants
to outsource money management and
liability,” Joe noted. “Nonprofit organizations
and even churches can also benefit from
having a fund there.”

Community Foundations are
designed to simplify charitable
giving. Establishing a fund at
the Community Foundation of
West Georgia allows you to:

Joe noted that sometimes clients think they
want to set up their own foundation. He tells
them to first explore what the Community
Foundation can do for them.

• Manage gifts to multiple
entities, which you can change
at any time cost-free

“Clients often want help with financial planning
following a life-changing event, whether good
or bad. Often funds are created following the
death of someone, similar to the fund we set
up for my son,” Joe said.
“We are all going to die someday, there’s
a 100 percent chance of that, so why not
do something to perpetually benefit our
community? The Foundation can help you
make sure you will continue to support things
that are important to you.”

• Support your favorite nonprofits
or choose community grantmaking funds that align with
your interests

• Give almost any kind of asset,
from real estate, to stock,
to retirement plans and life
insurance proceeds
• Avoid setup costs and ongoing
management of a private
Foundation

Call the Foundation
today to learn more
(770) 832-1462
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WHAT DO YOU CARE MOST ABOUT IN WEST GEORGIA?
What issues, organizations causes are near and dear to your heart in West Georgia?

What should we do next?
o
o
o
o

Let’s get coffee to talk about my thoughts on the community
I want to establish a fund at Community Foundation of West Georgia
Contact me about estate planning and leaving a charitable legacy
I have named CFWG in my estate plans: let’s discuss next steps

Name								Email
Mail to Community Foundation of West Georgia, 807 South Park Street, Carrollton, GA 30117
Call (770) 832-1462 or visitcfwg.net to learn more.

