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PRECARIOUS TO PERMANENT
PRECARIOUS

not securely held in
position; dangerously
likely to fall or collapse
Oxford Dictionary

To secure housing is often a daily challenge
that undermines the stability and quality of
life for so many in our community. Often the
daily and weekly challenge of secure housing
results in a precarious reality. To gain a better
understanding of the challenges of those
precariously housed, the Community
Foundation of West Georgia coordinated a
door-to-door survey of local extended stay
hotels.

Defining homeless
The term, 'homeless' can describe
several situations along a continuum,
from someone who is in danger of
losing their housing to someone living
in their car, or a tent in a squatter-type
environment.

Personal Barriers
Poor credit score
Most stated it was difficult to find
affordable housing near their work. We
encountered several individuals who walk
to work, often several miles, along busy
roads.
The high cost of extended stay prevents
many residents from saving. Past due rent
or utilities do not appear to be an issue.
When asked if they had unpaid rent or
utilities in their name, 67% stated no.
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Many of the residents at the extended stay hotels said
that they never expected to be homeless. Most
experienced an event that quickly sent them into a
downward financial freefall. Anything from an unexpected
doctor visit to a major car repair, lost job or a divorce can
result in an immediate crisis. The majority live paycheck
to paycheck and do not have a savings account to provide
the buffer needed to protect them from losing their
housing.
The perception is that these residents are chronically
homeless, but the 57 percent of the respondents stated
they had not been homeless before. 75% had never
been evicted as an adult. When asked how long they
had stayed at this or a nearby extended stay hotel, 62%
said one year or less. The residents are local
Carrollton/Carroll County families. Prior to moving into the
extended stay, 70% lived in Carroll County. Of those
surveyed 92% had lived in Carroll County for longer than
5 years. We were surprised to learn that 59% of the
residents have one to two children, but more than 59%
stated the children in their household were over 18 years
of age with only 41% of the children under 18.

Another misconception is the residents have a
criminal history or they are just living off
government benefits. The survey did not confirm
this. Of those surveyed, the majority had not been
convicted of a misdemeanor (64%) or a felony (72%)
nor are on probation (75%) or parole (86%). The
majority stated that they were not receiving
temporary assistance for needy families (TANF)
(88%) nor social security or disability (69%). There
was an almost even split between those who are and
are not receiving food stamps.
Another surprising note, 76% stated that they
were not receiving financial assistance from a
local nonprofit. Many would be surprised to learn
that most of the residents are working full-time jobs
(46%). Monthly earnings of those employed ranged
from <$1300 per month (45%) to those making
$1900-$3000 per month (36%). Those on the lower
end are typically working temporary jobs or low
skilled positions at minimum wage whereas the
upper income group has stable full-time jobs making
$12 to $18 per hour. Even with a steady job, it is a
struggle to pay the weekly rates at the local
extended stay hotels. All the residents stated that
they are paying over 50% of their income to cover
their stays. After paying their rent, most have very
little to cover basic necessities, including food.

Become a part of the solution.
Visit our website at
www.cfwg.net to receive
updates on how to get
involved.

